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“ The whole tract of the mountainous land is
 impregnated with gold 
but it is verrey hard to be got.”

Isaac Annis -  1849
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   Introduction 


The general story of the 49er’s is well known. In 1848 and 
1849, young men, excited by the news of the gold 

discovery, flocked to California. Initially, the area around 
Auburn was rich with opportunity. Spanish Flat, near 
present-day Nevada Street, Rich Flat, near the Gold 
Country  Fairgrounds, and the Auburn Ravine and its 

tributaries all yielded substantial amounts of gold in the 
first few years of the Gold Rush.


 One of the most common attributes of the newly arrived 
would-be miners was their propensity to move about 

following  rumors of the next  “big strike.”  As such, not very 
many 49er’s stayed put once they arrived in California and 

few left a record of their time here. 

When we started researching for this project, John Knox 
and I were expecting to identify less than 20 forty-niners 

who came to Auburn in 1849 and early 1850. So we were 
astonished to find over eighty men and women who came 
to the Auburn area in the first years of the Gold Rush. Most 

did not stay but they still left a record of their time here.

Each story is a unique tale about a pioneer who came 
hoping for gold. Though they rarely found it, they ended up 

loving California and cherishing the memories of the 
biggest adventure of their lifetime.
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Leander Strong 
1826 - 1880 

       Leander Strong’s story is like that of so many other 
gold hunters. He was born in New York, but left from 
Michigan for California in 1849. He mined for a while but 
soon gave it up.
     He was a stage driver for many years, driving the 
Marysville to Auburn route. He eventually gave that up but 
stayed close to horses by finding work in local livery 
stables: first, for Moses Predom and then for Charles 
Crosby at the Empire Stable.
     He could well be one of the men standing in front of the 
Empire Stable in the photo below.

      Strong lived for a time at the Orleans Hotel. He 
contracted pneumonia and died there in 1880. His 
employer, Charles Crosby, paid for the headstone at his 
grave. He had family on the East Coast, but like many 
49ers he lost touch with them when he left in 1849. 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Phillip William Thomas 
1820 - 1871 

     Phillip Thomas was one of the more interesting 
characters who came to Auburn in 1849. Thomas was born 
in Maryland but raised in New York City. He went to college 
and studied law. He received his license and practiced law 
in New York until the excitement of the Gold Rush news 
reached him. It is unclear how Thomas came to California, 
but he was here by 1849. He mined a bit but pretty quickly 
opened a law practice with Gordon N. Mott in Auburn. 
      He was elected Justice of the Peace and an Associate 
Justice of the Court of Sessions for Sutter County. Auburn 
was initially part of Sutter County. 
      Thomas seemed to have somewhat of a hot temper as 
he was involved in at least two duels. The first occurred in 
late 1849 or very early in 1850 (accounts vary). Thomas 
was in Walkup and Wyman’s Saloon in Auburn when he 
had an altercation with a Lt. Martin. Harsh words were 
exchanged and a butcher knife brandished before Sheriff 
Boggs stepped in to stop the fight. Thomas challenged 
Martin to a duel, and the challenge was accepted. The two 
met in an empty lot in Old Town. Martin’s first shot missed 
and Thomas’ gun failed to fire. Thomas got another gun 
and shot through a tree and thus honorably ended the 
duel.
    In 1852, he was elected District Attorney for Placer 
County. Thomas was a highly regarded attorney. In 1854, 
he was a delegate to the State Democratic Convention. 
    Although Thomas was a Southern proslavery Democrat, 
he represented a former slave named Lucy. Lucy was 
brought to California in 1849, and in 1851 given her 
freedom papers by her master James Brown, Sr. James 
Brown, Jr. showed up in California and determined to 
return Lucy to the South as a slave; he claimed she was a 
fugitive. Thomas was able to represent Lucy in court by  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presenting her papers and thus save her from being 
returned to slavery.
     In March 1854, Thomas was once again involved in a 
duel. Thomas had made some derogatory remarks about 
J. P. Rutland, a clerk in the 
State Treasurer’s Office. 
Rutland, took offense and sent 
his friend Dr. Dickson to 
challenge Thomas to a duel. 
Dickson and Thomas 
exchanged insults, and then 
Dickson challenged Thomas 
to a duel with him.
     They were in Sacramento 
at the time, and word of the 
duel made its way to law enforcement. The two 
combatants staged an elaborate ruse to mislead the 
officers by 00sending them to follow after some imposters. 
Meanwhile Thomas and Dickson and their seconds met 
near Oak Grove east of Sacramento. 
      The parties agreed to change the distance from ten 
paces to fifteen, hoping to avoid serious injury. Dickson’s 
shot went off first, landing at Thomas’ feet. Thomas’ bullet 
hit Dickson in the chest. He died the next morning.
     Even though dueling was outlawed in the state, the 
local newspaper defended Thomas. The duel would have a 
long lasting effect on Thomas. After suffering some losses 
in the 1855 fire, he returned to New York and  married 
Anna Raymond. They returned to Auburn and had one 
child Frances.
        In 1857, he was again a delegate to the Placer 
County Democratic Convention. He was elected District 
Attorney in1858. By 1860 he was elected to the State 
Senate on a pro slavery ticket.
     Thomas resigned from his Senate seat and returned to 
New York, “leaving his investments with an agent, upon his 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return he found himself bankrupt.” In 1867, his home and 
office were auctioned off on the steps of the courthouse.
     In the 1870 census, his wife and child are not listed with 
him, and Thomas was living with a fellow attorney and 
Justice of the Peace, Robert Poland. Though he continued 
to practice law, his friends noted that he spent most of his 
time in saloons and on the streets. By 1871, Thomas was 
dead. One contemporary speculated that the death of Dr. 
Dickson in the duel laid heavy on Thomas’s mind. He 
recalled Thomas saying “the man I killed is constantly in 
my memory and before my eyes and when I close them to 
sleep, he is in my dreams. My God, my life is hell, a 
horrible nightmare.”
      It was said that when Thomas died at age 51, he was 
“broken in purse and in spirit.”
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Charles Albion Tuttle 
1818 - 1888 

      Charles Tuttle was another 
49er who left a record of his 
California experience. He 
wrote letters to his wife Maria 
whom he had left behind in 
Milwaukee that have been 
preserved.
    Born in New York, Tuttle 
obtained a law degree and in 
1845 he married Maria L. 
Batchelder. They soon moved 
to Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
where he was a practicing 
attorney.
     His motivation for coming to 
California was much like that of 
so many others, to get rich.
     He made a fairly easy cross 
country trip arriving in July of 
1849. He went to Illinoistown and then to Barnes Bar on 
the North Fork. Though he was a dedicated miner, he still 
practiced law in several miner’s courts.
     In the winter of 1851/52, Tuttle returned  to the East 
Coast via Panama and then returned overland with Maria. 
They settled in the small Sierra mining community of Bird’s 
Valley where Tuttle had a store, and they took in boarders.
     In 1853, he was elected to the State Senate beginning 
a long career in public service. Tuttle was an esteemed 
lawyer, the newspaper noting that “his legal arguments 
were models of brevity, point and lucidity.” 
     In 1858, they moved  Auburn, and Tuttle opened a law 
office with C. C. Hillyer
     In 1860 he was a presidential elector on the Lincoln 
ticket. He was appointed by the Governor as the Reporter 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to the Supreme  Court. He was again elected to the state 
legislature in 1867. He resigned his position when Maria’s 
health began to decline. They moved to Oakland, where 
she appeared to regain her health and felt well enough to 
return East to visit her family in 1868. Unfortunately she 
died in Brooklyn, New York. Tuttle was devastated. By this 
time they had three sons.
     He was Court Reporter again in 1873. He retired from 
that position in 1878 but continued to practice law in 
Auburn, Sacramento and Oakland maintaining homes in all 
three locations.
      Tuttle died in June 1888. He left a legacy of public 
service and distinguished practice of the law. His home in 
Auburn still stands on Reamer Street. Today it is called the 
Tuttle Mansion. 
      Two of Tuttle’s sons followed him in the practice of law 
in Auburn. The Tuttle law firm continued for four 
generations until the death of Fred P. Tuttle III in 2000. 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 The Tuttle Mansion today and in 1882 

11



Dr. James Lawrence Tyson 
unknown 

      Dr. Tyson left Baltimore on the schooner Sovereign on 
January 6,1849 for Panama and then California. Tyson did 
not come to California for the gold, He wrote,  “I did not 
contemplate entering on the vocation of a digger.” He just 
wanted to see what all the excitement was about.
      Tyson arrived in May 
1849 and headed for 
Wood’s Dry Diggings (later 
Auburn) where he spent 
about a month. 
      By June, he  
established a small tent 
hospital about four miles 
above Illinoistown in Cold 
Springs, on a ridge 
midway between the Bear 
River and the North Fork.
      Tyson treated every 
kind of ailment imaginable.  
He found his “services in 
much demand.” The 
principal diseases he 
treated were scurvy, 
rheumatism, dysentery 
and fevers.  He noted that 
“I never saw more broken-
down constitutions than I 
witnessed during my stay in California, and few who work 
in the mines, ever carry home their usual full health.” He 
only stayed for five months before leaving for a return trip 
home. 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     As soon as he returned in 1850, he published his book 
Diary of a Physician in California, the Results of Actual 
Experience. 
      Tyson’s guide was one of the most compelling and 
insightful guides for those thinking of going to the golden 
land of California with stars in their eyes. His practical 
guide is rich with detail and observations of the reality of 
the life of a miner. He relates the stories of “the intense 
hard labor, and almost unbearable privation the miner is 
compelled to undergo.” He noted “the majority leave with 
broken health and broken spirits, the consequence of 
exposure and privation to which they had been 
unaccustomed and the utter prostration of all their brilliant 
hopes.”
     He especially talks about the difference in the reality of 
mining and the glowing unrealistic accounts circulating on 
the eastern seaboard.

     His main advice:

Take as little as possible
Select a bar on one of the rivers and keep possession of it
Do not work in the heat of the day
Obtain a recipe for making good bread
The use of salted and dried  meats is highly prejudicial
Stewed fruits, pickles  and acidulous drinks should be 
freely used
Bathe frequently
Stay out of the low, marshy, febrile districts along the 
Sacramento River.
  
     By October, the doctor himself was ill. He hurried to San 
Francisco and caught a steamer to Panama. He arrived in 
New York in early November.
      Little is known about Tyson’s life after his California 
adventure and after his book was published. 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Joseph Walkup 
1819 - 1873 

 
     Joseph Walkup was 
one of the earliest 
settlers in Wood’s Dry 
Diggings (Auburn) 
coming overland with ox 
teams in the spring of 
1849. With his partner,  
Samuel Wyman, he 
established a store in 
the mining camp in 
August 1849.
     Walkup was born in 
Ohio in 1819 and was a 
ship and house 
carpenter. 
     In 1851, Walkup and 
Wyman bought land in 
what would become 
Lincoln and started 
raising stock and 
farming. They are said to have raised the first crop of 
wheat in Placer County. 
      Walkup and Wyman also owned a toll road that ran 
from Lincoln to Grass Valley. 
      During the time he was farming, he was also one of the 
commissioners designated by the Legislature to put in 
motion the machinery of government for the new county of 
Placer.
      In 1852 and 1856 Walkup was elected to the State 
Senate. Walkup was elected Lieutenant Governor of the 
State in 1857. During  his term he was influential in 
reforming the State prison system.   
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     In 1862, Walkup returned to Ohio and married Elizabeth 
Elliott and brought her back to Auburn.  They would have 
two children, only one, Jeannette, would survive infancy. 
       In 1867, Walkup and J. A. Filcher bought the local 
newspaper, The Placer Herald. Walkup was known for his 
editorials that had “vigor and punch.”
      Walkup died rather suddenly one day in October 1873 
in his office at the Herald. Elizabeth and Jeanette moved 
back to Ohio. Elizabeth died there in 1918.

The 1856 Placer Herald Building before the construction 
of the Highway 40 demolished it in 1945. 
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Julius Wetzler 
1812 - 1878 

        Julius Wetzler is one of 
the most interesting 
characters that arrived for the 
Gold Rush. He was born in 
Germany in 1812, so was 
older than most of the 49ers. 
He was a successful lace 
manufacturer at a time when 
lace was in high demand.
      He established a branch 
of the business in 
Nottingham, England and in     
1836 he came to New York to 
establish his business in 
America. He stayed in 
America untill 1839 before 
returning to Nottingham and 
marrying Mary Ann Wilson. 
They lived there for two years 
and then moved to Germany. 
     In 1846, he returned to New York to look after his 
business there. When the news of the gold discovery 
began circulating, Wetzler closed his business and joined a 
company which purchased a ship and sailed for California.
    Some accounts state that Wetzler was a partner with 
Sam Brannon in the first trading post in Sacramento at 
Sutter’s Fort, but Brannon was in the Sacramento area in 
1847, years before Wetzler set foot in California. Factually, 
deeds show Wetzler as a partner with John Sutter Jr. and 
opening a store, The California Exchange in Auburn in late 
1849. M. D. Fairchild, who is chronicled in an earlier 
volume of Auburn’s 49ers, left an account of goods 
purchased from Wetzler and Co. in Woods Dry Diggings 
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(Auburn) in December 1849. The store didn’t last long. By 
1850 the partnership of Sutter and Wetzler dissolved.
      In 1851, his wife and brother joined him in Sacramento. 
Wetzler became involved with John  Sutter Jr. and is said 
to have swindled huge amounts of land from Sutter. The 
whole empire of John Sutter Sr. was falling apart under the 
influx of gold searchers. The Sutter family was unable to 
control the land Sutter Sr. once claimed. 
      Wetzler, whether a crook or not, became very wealthy. 
He was a real estate broker, an insurance salesman, and 
the President  of the Capital Savings Bank among many 
other business and enterprises.
     Wetzler died in 1878. Mary died in 1887.
   

Although nearly 
obscured by modern 
buildings today, the 
Wetzler Mansion still 
stands at 1021 H Street 
in Sacramento. 
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George Willment 
1820 - 1878 

      George Willment was born in England and it is not 
known when he emigrated to the US. He and a partner 
William Disbrow were in Wood’s Dry Diggings in 1849. 
Accounts indicate that they tried mining but only for a short 
while quickly turning to store keeping to supply the miners 
and the mining camp that would be Auburn.
      Disbrow died in 1852 and Willment took over the store 
on his own. Willment’s store survived the 1855 fire but the 
1859 fire so damaged the building that he needed to 
rebuild.

Willment’s store on Commercial Street before 1860 
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      In 1860, James McGinley was hired to build the new 
store building that still stands today at 301 Commercial 
Street.
       Meanwhile in 1859, George married Mary Coleman in 
San Francisco and brought her and her sister to Auburn to 
live. Mary and George had two children.
      George’s store was a focal point in Auburn selling just 
about everything.

The following is the inventory of the store in 1852. 
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     George was one of the merchants who established a 
warehouse at the station of the Sacramento, Placer and 
Nevada Railroad in 1862. That railroad line was torn out 
when the Transcontinental Railroad came through Auburn 
in 1865, and George once again established a shipping 
warehouse at the Auburn Station. 
      Later, George would move all his business to the depot 
location and become the railroad agent.
      George died rather early at the age of 58 years in 
1878. Mary Willment took over as the station agent and 
held that position for the next twenty years. In 1910 she 
moved to Berkeley to live near her daughter. Mary died in 
1916.  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John R. & Catherine P. Winders 
1817 - 1872 & 1820 - 1902 

       John and Catherine Winders were both born in 
Virginia. They came to California before the Gold Rush, but 
it is not known why they came at such an early date.
      In December 1848, John Winders 
and Alden Spooner Bayley were at Sutter’s Mill. Gold had 
been discovered in January of that year. John and Alden 
were more interested in the mill than in the gold that was 
found in the tailrace there. But the influence of the gold 
strike was evident in the price they paid Sutter for his one 
half of the mill; six thousand dollars. Then they paid John 
Marshall two thousand 
dollars for one-third of 
his half for the mill. 

Sutter’s Mill at Coloma 

     At one point, during 
the influx of would be 
miners into the area, 
there was an incident 
at Murderer’s Bar in 
which several whites 
and several Indians 
were killed. A mob 
formed at the mill site, 
and several of the 
Indians that were 
peacefully working at 
the mill for Marshall were murdered. When Marshall tried 
to intervene, the mob turned on him and he left town. 
When he returned, the mob was still threatening and 
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wanted Marshall to lead them to where there was more 
gold. John Winders helped Marshall escape the mob. The 
disgruntled miners then proceeded to  essentially destroy 
the mill.
      Winders and Bayley would remain partners and open a 
hotel in Coloma. in 1850, when Winters bought out Bayley, 
he paid $13,200 for the hotel. For the next few years there 
were all kinds of financial transactions centered around the 
hotel, including a charge of embezzlement in which 
Winders was the victim, and promissory notes which never 
repaid. 

Text from the 
plaque on the site 
of the hotel in 
Coloma. Note 
the sign says 
Winters Hotel 
but all the 
documents spell 
the name as 
Winders. 

“The Winters’ 
Hotel was the 
most ornate 
building in town. 
It was one of the earliest hotels here and the best known. 
A forty-niner later described it as a hotel par excellence of 
the town; one could easily perceive that by its long white 
colonnade in front, and its too numerous windows in the 
upper story. A large saloon occupied the whole front of the 
building. In 1850, the Winters’ was known as a gambling 
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hotel and later it became a stagecoach stop for the 
community.”


      John, Catherine and their ten year old son, John were 
living in Ophir in1860. By 1870, they were living in Auburn 
on Nevada Street where John Sr. was a cabinet maker, 
and young John, now 19, was a printer. 
       By January 1872, John Winders, Sr. was committed to 
the insane asylum in Stockton. The intake reports noted 
that  he saw invisible persons and objects and thought that 
someone was pursuing him to injure him. Tragically he was 
dead by March of that same year.
     Catherine would follow her son in his career as a printer 
and compositor. He worked in Dutch Flat, In San 
Francisco, Oakland and Chicago. John Jr.’s story is 
another tragedy, as he committed suicide in June of 1902, 
shortly after his mother Catherine had died in April 1902.
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Stephen Burns Woodin 
ca. 1829 - 1878 

      Stephen Woodin was born in New York about 1829. He 
came to California on the bark Belvedere that left New York 
in February 1849. In the 1850 census, he lists his 
occupation as miner. He either came with some money or 
he found gold for in 1851, he bought a merchandise and 
liquor license in Auburn. In 1853, he bought a store from 
Hubbard and Allen for $3,000. Later that same year he 
bought a town lot and the livery stable owned by William 
Hardy.
      In 1853, he joined with other prominent citizens of 
Auburn to build a turnpike that began at Junction Ranch 
(the present day location of Raley’s grocery on Foresthill 
Avenue) and ran down the canyon across the North Fork 
and met up with the Yankee Jim’s road. In 1854, he sold 
the livery stable and was running a saloon called The 
Palace on the corner of Commercial Street and Court 
Streets. By 1855, The Palace was in the hands of Madame 
Pauline. Pauline Livenger was listed in the 1852 census 
with a bartender named William Redman, Sophie Bishop 
age 20 and Caroline Thomason, age 18, no occupations 
are listed for the ladies. 
      The connection between Pauline and Woodin is never 
clarified by recorded marriage but in 1860, when Woodin 
was living with the Roussin family, right next door is 
Pauline with her children Albert Woodin, age 4 and Mary 
Woodin, age 2, and Magdelin Woodin, age ten months. A 
researcher might wonder if the census taker was mistaken. 
Could Woodin have been visiting his next door neighbors 
when the count was taken?
     In 1860, Woodin was a County Supervisor and involved 
in the Smith and Woodin Water Works Company.
      When the Civil War broke out, Woodin was quick to join 
the local volunteer militia, the Auburn Greys. Woodin was a 
drummer, a fifer and eventually a captain.
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     After the Civil War, Woodin left the water works 
company and went to work for the railroad.
     In 1870, the census shows Woodin, Pauline and three 
children all living together in a large house near the 
present day Catholic Church.
       The family must have broken up shortly after, for 
Pauline can next be found in San Jose in 1874. 
       Woodin contracted cancer and went East to find a 
remedy. He was unsuccessful and died in New York in 
1878. Pauline’s whereabouts at that time are unknown.
     
       

    

       This is not Woodin’s Auburn Greys but a photo 
showing Civil War fifers and drummers. 
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Samuel B. Wyman 
? - 1902 

      Some 49ers left an abundance of information about 
their lives and their California adventure, but Samuel 
Wyman was not one of those men.  We only know that he 
was here in 1849 and initially had a store with Joseph 
Walkup in what is now Old Town Auburn. 
      In 1851, he was elected as the first county surveyor. 
He would run for office on more than one occasion.
     He owned property in Auburn and at one time in the 
1860s was a part owner of a slaughterhouse.
      He was mostly known for his partnership with Walkup 
on a ranch near present day Lincoln where they raised 
wheat and barley and had cattle. 
      In 1857, he was a member of the California Assembly 
and he was very active in the local Democratic party.
     At some point he married Mary L. (maiden name 
unknown).
    Wyman left his successful ranch operation and moved to 
San Francisco. Later he went to Cooke, Montana where he 
died in 1902. Mary was found living in San Francisco in 
1876.
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